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Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d. 241 H/855 AD), renowned for his profound knowledge of
hadith—the reports of the Prophet’s sayings and deeds—is a major figure in the
history of Islam. Ibn Hanbal was famous for living according to his own strict
interpretation of the Prophetic model and for denying himself even the most basic
comforts in a city then one of the wealthiest in the word, and despite belonging to
a prominent family. His piety and austerity made him a folk hero, especially after
his principled resistance to the attempts of two Abbasid caliphs to force him to
accept rationalist doctrine. His subsequent imprisonment and flogging became
one of the most dramatic episodes of medieval Islamic history. Ibn Hanbal’s
resistance influenced the course of Islamic law, the rise of Sunnism, and the
legislative authority of the caliphate. tells the formidable life tale of one of the
most influential Muslims in history.
 
Virtues of the Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal is a translation of the biography of Ibn
Hanbal penned by the Baghdad preacher, scholar, and storyteller Ibn al-Jawzi (d.
597 H/1201 AD). Volume One presents the first half of the text, offering insights
into Ibn Hanbal’s childhood, education, and adult life, including his religious
doctrines, his dealings with other scholars, and his personal habits. Set against
the background of fierce debates over the role of reason and the basis of
legitimate government, Virtues of the Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal tells the
formidable life tale of one of the most influential Muslims in history.
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Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d. 241 H/855 AD), renowned for his profound knowledge of hadith—the reports of the
Prophet’s sayings and deeds—is a major figure in the history of Islam. Ibn Hanbal was famous for living
according to his own strict interpretation of the Prophetic model and for denying himself even the most basic
comforts in a city then one of the wealthiest in the word, and despite belonging to a prominent family. His
piety and austerity made him a folk hero, especially after his principled resistance to the attempts of two
Abbasid caliphs to force him to accept rationalist doctrine. His subsequent imprisonment and flogging
became one of the most dramatic episodes of medieval Islamic history. Ibn Hanbal’s resistance influenced
the course of Islamic law, the rise of Sunnism, and the legislative authority of the caliphate. tells the
formidable life tale of one of the most influential Muslims in history.
 
Virtues of the Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal is a translation of the biography of Ibn Hanbal penned by the
Baghdad preacher, scholar, and storyteller Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597 H/1201 AD). Volume One presents the first
half of the text, offering insights into Ibn Hanbal’s childhood, education, and adult life, including his
religious doctrines, his dealings with other scholars, and his personal habits. Set against the background of
fierce debates over the role of reason and the basis of legitimate government, Virtues of the Imam Ahmad ibn
Hanbal tells the formidable life tale of one of the most influential Muslims in history.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Gives readers a unique vantage point into the life and piety of the namesake of the Hanbali school of Sunni
law… Ibn al-Jawzi, drawing on earlier reports, reconstructs the life and morality of his hero as a complex,
earnest, and playful man; Cooperson’s dynamic and accessible translation brings this last quality to the
surface to an extent that would surprise many modern readers with preconceptions about
Hanbalism.”-Marginalia

“Michael Cooperson’s fluid translation is accompanied by substantial notes and a glossary of names and
terms.”

-Banipal Magazine

“One hundred chapters and over 150,000 words of Munaqib Abi Allah Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hanbal
pulsate with energy; these pages are vibrant with events of extraordinary nature, and they contain hundreds
of facets of individual and collective lives of a bygone era; Cooperson’s translation captures the soul of the
book…”-Islamic Studies

"Cooperson’s translation is uncommonly deft… On the whole, this translation is a grand success. It will be
valuable for teachers to illustrate early Islamic piety, early Islamic law, early Sunni theology, and everyday
life in Baghdad."
-Christopher Melchert, Journal of Islamic Studies

About the Author
Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597 H/1201 AD) was a Baghdadi storyteller, preacher, and prolific Islamic scholar
associated with the Hanbali school of jurisprudential thought. He is well known for his exegeses of the
Qur?an and Hadith, including his famous compendium, Al-Tahqiq. 

Michael Cooperson is Professor of Arabic language and literature at UCLA. His research interests include
the cultural history of the early Abbasid caliphate, Maltese language and literature, and time travel as a
literary device.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gregory Jager:

The book Virtues of the Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal: Volume One (Library of Arabic Literature) make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your
best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking
at a book Virtues of the Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal: Volume One (Library of Arabic Literature) for being your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a book Virtues of the
Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal: Volume One (Library of Arabic Literature). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means



that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Maria Smith:

The book Virtues of the Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal: Volume One (Library of Arabic Literature) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the
great thing like a book Virtues of the Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal: Volume One (Library of Arabic Literature)?
Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for
us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for
that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Virtues of the Imam Ahmad ibn
Hanbal: Volume One (Library of Arabic Literature) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Herman Pendergrass:

The event that you get from Virtues of the Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal: Volume One (Library of Arabic
Literature) is a more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Virtues of the Imam
Ahmad ibn Hanbal: Volume One (Library of Arabic Literature) giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read the item
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having that Virtues of the Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal: Volume One
(Library of Arabic Literature) instantly.

Bernice Capps:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Virtues of the Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal: Volume One
(Library of Arabic Literature) why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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