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It's been said that good writers borrow while great writers steal. Writing thieves
read widely, dive deeply into texts, and steal bits and pieces from great texts as
models for their own writing. Ruth Culham admits to being a writing thief-and
she wants you and your students to become writing thieves, too!

A major part of becoming a writing thief is finding the right mentor texts to share
with students. Within this book, discover more than 90 excellent mentor texts,
along with straight-forward activities that incorporate the traits of writing across
informational, narrative, and argument modes.

Chapters also include brief essays from beloved writing thieves such as Lester
Laminack, David L. Harrison, Lisa Yee, Nicola Davies, Ralph Fletcher, Toni
Buzzeo, Lola Schaefer, and Kate Messner, detailing the reading that has
influenced their own writing.

Ruth's beloved easy-going style and friendly tone make this a book you'll turn to
again and again as you guide your students to reach their full potential as deep,
thoughtful readers and great writers. There's a writing thief in each of us when
we learn how to read with a writer's eye!
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A major part of becoming a writing thief is finding the right mentor texts to share with students. Within this
book, discover more than 90 excellent mentor texts, along with straight-forward activities that incorporate
the traits of writing across informational, narrative, and argument modes.

Chapters also include brief essays from beloved writing thieves such as Lester Laminack, David L. Harrison,
Lisa Yee, Nicola Davies, Ralph Fletcher, Toni Buzzeo, Lola Schaefer, and Kate Messner, detailing the
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Ruth Culham, Ed.D., is the president of the Culham Writing Company and former Unit Manager of the
Assessment Program at Education Northwest in Portland, Oregon, USA. Ruth was English Teacher of the
Year in Montana, the highlight of her 19-year teaching career. She holds specialty degrees in Library Science
and Elementary, Middle, and Secondary English Education.

As a pioneering researcher in writing assessment and instruction, Ruth creates and conducts teacher
workshops to provide professional development at local, district, and state levels. At state and national
conferences she's a featured speaker on using traits of writing, designing effective writing instruction, and
reading to teach writing, and other related topics.

Ruth is the recognized expert in the traits of writing field and author of over 40 teaching resources published
by Scholastic, including 6+1 Traits of Writing: The Complete Guide, Grades 3 and Up; 6+1 Traits of
Writing: The Complete Guide for the Primary Grades; and Traits of Writing: The Complete Guide for
Middle School, winner of the 2011 Teacher's Choice award. (Not surprising, however, since middle school is
her true love.) As the author of Traits Writing: The Complete Writing Program for Grades K-8 (2012), she
has launched a writing revolution. Traits Writing is the culmination of 40 years of educational experience,
research, practice, and passion.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bonnie Mentzer:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Writing Thief: Using Mentor Texts to Teach the Craft of
Writing.

Sharon Hardin:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this The Writing
Thief: Using Mentor Texts to Teach the Craft of Writing.



Francis Knapp:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Writing Thief: Using Mentor Texts to
Teach the Craft of Writing guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation
The Writing Thief: Using Mentor Texts to Teach the Craft of Writing as good book not simply by the cover
but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Anna Humphrey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims The Writing
Thief: Using Mentor Texts to Teach the Craft of Writing.
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