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No element of America’s historical heritage has inspired more myth and legend
than the expansion Westward—an epic of immense proportion. And for two
hundred years, millions of Americans have thrilled to western stories larger than
life and stronger than history, identifying themselves with stalwart pioneers,
laconic loners quick on the draw, widows defying rapacious cattle barons,
outlaws battling corrupt star-toters, homesteaders defending themselves against
Indians, and Indians defending themselves against prejudiced settlers and
contemptuous soldiers. Indeed, because the western is central to popular
American culture, it is arguably the cradle of American art and
literature—containing some of the best and much of the worst fiction ever
written—and all of it a fascinating mirror of American life and society.In this
regard, The Western: Parables of the American Dream is the first comprehensive
historical survey of the western in all of its various manifestations, from the
earliest Indian captivity narratives and pioneer biographies to the most
contemporary western novels, films, and television series. But more, this
entertaining and highly readable text also contrasts the fictional and the real
West. Well-conceived and focused, Wallmann’s sweep through the western is a
careful, incisive, and blessedly non-theoretical examination of the implications of
the western from the beginning to the present, taking the reader deep into the
heart of the subject and offering original and perceptive theories of how the
western reflects the evolution of America.No other book on westerns has
succeeded so eloquently in capturing facts and ideas, comment and analysis, on
the role of westerns in influencing—and being influenced by—the historical and
cultural forces that determine belief, identity, and status in America. The Western
is a significant and major contribution to American Studies, and will surely
become a standard work to be reckoned with by scholars of Western American
literature.
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Westward—an epic of immense proportion. And for two hundred years, millions of Americans have thrilled
to western stories larger than life and stronger than history, identifying themselves with stalwart pioneers,
laconic loners quick on the draw, widows defying rapacious cattle barons, outlaws battling corrupt star-
toters, homesteaders defending themselves against Indians, and Indians defending themselves against
prejudiced settlers and contemptuous soldiers. Indeed, because the western is central to popular American
culture, it is arguably the cradle of American art and literature—containing some of the best and much of the
worst fiction ever written—and all of it a fascinating mirror of American life and society.In this regard, The
Western: Parables of the American Dream is the first comprehensive historical survey of the western in all of
its various manifestations, from the earliest Indian captivity narratives and pioneer biographies to the most
contemporary western novels, films, and television series. But more, this entertaining and highly readable
text also contrasts the fictional and the real West. Well-conceived and focused, Wallmann’s sweep through
the western is a careful, incisive, and blessedly non-theoretical examination of the implications of the
western from the beginning to the present, taking the reader deep into the heart of the subject and offering
original and perceptive theories of how the western reflects the evolution of America.No other book on
westerns has succeeded so eloquently in capturing facts and ideas, comment and analysis, on the role of
westerns in influencing—and being influenced by—the historical and cultural forces that determine belief,
identity, and status in America. The Western is a significant and major contribution to American Studies, and
will surely become a standard work to be reckoned with by scholars of Western American literature.
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From reader reviews:

Daryl Steele:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Western: Parables of the American Dream.

Michael Roberts:

Here thing why this specific The Western: Parables of the American Dream are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Western: Parables of the American Dream giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar
with The Western: Parables of the American Dream. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Western: Parables of the American
Dream in e-book can be your substitute.

Ralph Scott:

Beside that The Western: Parables of the American Dream in your phone, it may give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have The Western: Parables of the American Dream because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will
not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Luann Bowen:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's



internal or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important
in your case. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Western: Parables of the American Dream
can make you feel more interested to read.
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