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The post-classical compilation known to modern scholarship as the Latin
Anthology contains a collection of a hundred riddles, each consisting of three
hexameters and preceded by a lemma. It would seem from the preface to this
collection that they were composed extempore at a dinner to celebrate the Roman
Saturnalia. The work was to have a defining influence on later collections of
riddles; yet its title (probably the Aenigmata) has been debated, and almost
nothing is known about its author: questions have even been asked about his
name (Symphosius?) and date (4th-5th centuruy AD?).

In this edition of the riddles, the Introducion discusses the work's title and its
author's identity: as well as his name and date, it considers his national origin
(North African?) and intellectual background (a professional grammarian?), and
argues that he was not Christian, as has been suggested. It examines the
Saturnalian background to the work, setting it in its sociological context, and
discusses the author's literary debts – especially to Martial. The Introduction also
explores the author's ordering and arrangement of the riddles, discusses his
literary style, Latinity and metre, and comments briefly on his Nachleben. It
concludes with a survey of the textual tradition. The commentary on each riddle
includes a translation, general notes on the object it describes (with reference, as
necessary, to museums and artefacts), and discussion of how it fits into the
ordering of the collection, of variant readings and, with suitable illustration, of
literary, stylistic and metrical considerations. Other areas, such as history and
mythology, are also covered where relevant.

 Download Symphosius The Aenigmata: An Introduction, Text an ...pdf

 Read Online Symphosius The Aenigmata: An Introduction, Text ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=147425764X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=147425764X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=147425764X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=147425764X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=147425764X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=147425764X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=147425764X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=147425764X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=147425764X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=147425764X
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=147425764X




Symphosius The Aenigmata: An Introduction, Text and
Commentary

By T.J. Leary

Symphosius The Aenigmata: An Introduction, Text and Commentary By T.J. Leary

The post-classical compilation known to modern scholarship as the Latin Anthology contains a collection of
a hundred riddles, each consisting of three hexameters and preceded by a lemma. It would seem from the
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The work was to have a defining influence on later collections of riddles; yet its title (probably the
Aenigmata) has been debated, and almost nothing is known about its author: questions have even been asked
about his name (Symphosius?) and date (4th-5th centuruy AD?).

In this edition of the riddles, the Introducion discusses the work's title and its author's identity: as well as his
name and date, it considers his national origin (North African?) and intellectual background (a professional
grammarian?), and argues that he was not Christian, as has been suggested. It examines the Saturnalian
background to the work, setting it in its sociological context, and discusses the author's literary debts –
especially to Martial. The Introduction also explores the author's ordering and arrangement of the riddles,
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Editorial Review

Review
Leary's notes bring out much fascinating information about everyday Roman existence and belief as he
explains the assumptions contained in these apparently simple verses. ... With full philological attention to
the transmission of the text and extensive notes on the language of each riddle, this is an exemplary library
edition. The level of language competence demanded for the text itself means that these verses are quite
accessible for a general reader; teachers looking for suitable material for a class to begin reading authentic
texts could well look to this edition as a useful resource. Classics for All Reviews

About the Author
T.J. Leary is editor of Martial Book XIII: The Xenia and Martial Book XIV: The Apophoreta, both published
by Bloomsbury.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shanika Jeans:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Symphosius The Aenigmata: An Introduction, Text and Commentary your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get previous to. The Symphosius The Aenigmata: An Introduction, Text and
Commentary giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Rebecca Kurtz:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Symphosius The Aenigmata: An
Introduction, Text and Commentary is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Kathryn Mullins:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books



in the top checklist in your reading list will be Symphosius The Aenigmata: An Introduction, Text and
Commentary. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Richard Burnett:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication Symphosius The Aenigmata: An Introduction, Text and Commentary was
filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about
a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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