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A series of picaresque adventures set against the backdrop of a Japan still
closed off from the rest of the world, Musui's Story recounts the escapades of
samurai Katsu Kokichi. As it depicts Katsu stealing, brawling, indulging in the
pleasure quarters, and getting the better of authorities, it also provides a
refreshing perspective on Japanese society, customs, economy, and human
relationships.

From childhood, Katsu was given to mischief. He ran away from home, once at
thirteen, making his way as a beggar on the great trunk road between Edo and
Kyoto, and again at twenty, posing as the emissary of a feudal lord. He
eventually married and had children but never obtained official preferment and
was forced to supplement a meager stipend by dealing in swords, selling
protection to shopkeepers, and generally using his muscle and wits.

Katsu's descriptions of loyalty and kindness, greed and deception, vanity and
superstition offer an intimate view of daily life in nineteenth-century Japan
unavailable in standard history books. Musui's Story will delight not only
students of Japan's past but also general readers who will be entranced by Katsu's
candor and boundless zest for life.
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A series of picaresque adventures set against the backdrop of a Japan still closed off from the rest of the
world, Musui's Story recounts the escapades of samurai Katsu Kokichi. As it depicts Katsu stealing,
brawling, indulging in the pleasure quarters, and getting the better of authorities, it also provides a refreshing
perspective on Japanese society, customs, economy, and human relationships.

From childhood, Katsu was given to mischief. He ran away from home, once at thirteen, making his way as a
beggar on the great trunk road between Edo and Kyoto, and again at twenty, posing as the emissary of a
feudal lord. He eventually married and had children but never obtained official preferment and was forced to
supplement a meager stipend by dealing in swords, selling protection to shopkeepers, and generally using his
muscle and wits.

Katsu's descriptions of loyalty and kindness, greed and deception, vanity and superstition offer an intimate
view of daily life in nineteenth-century Japan unavailable in standard history books. Musui's Story will
delight not only students of Japan's past but also general readers who will be entranced by Katsu's candor and
boundless zest for life.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This charming book...portrays Tokugawa society as it was actually lived, instead of as it was portrayed in
moralizing tracts and governmental ordinances. Attractively translated by Teruko Craig, it depicts the life of
a man born into a family with the hereditary privilege of audience with the shogun, yet he shamelessly
consorted with the riffraff of Edo, ran a protection racket, lied, cheated, and stole....Craig is to be
commended for the felicity of her translation and for her clear presentation of a complex social order in the
Introduction....Anyone interested in Japanese history and society or in how people interact with each other in
whatever age or place will enjoy reading this book."—Monumenta Nipponica

"Tells the life of Katsu Kokichi, a samurai on the lower fringe of his class who gave up the aspirations
expected of him to mix with the scruffier elements of the Edo streets. . . . Teruko Craig has my applause for
selecting what may be a unique document, translating it so gracefully, and supplying it with an informative
introduction and annotation. . . . Enjoyable reading."—Journal of the Association of Teachers of Japanese

"This valuable translation provides many insights into Japanese life. . . . Teruko Craig is to be commended
on the vivid picture of this slice of Tokugawa life."—Journal of Royal Asiatic Society

"A delightful little book. . . . one of those one sit, cover-to-cover reads."—American Asian Review

"A colorful, involving glimpse of the gritty side of a distinctly foreign culture."—Kirkus Reviews

Language Notes
Text: English, Japanese (translation)

From the Inside Flap
A series of picaresque adventures set against the backdrop of a Japan still closed off from the rest of the
world, "Musui's Story" recounts the escapades of samurai Katsu Kokichi. As it depicts Katsu stealing,
brawling, indulging in the pleasure quarters, and getting the better of authorities, it also provides a refreshing
perspective on Japanese society, customs, economy, and human relationships. From childhood Katsu was
given to mischief. He ran away from home, once at thirteen, making his way as a beggar on the great trunk
road between Edo and Kyoto, and again at twenty, posing as the emissary of a feudal lord. He eventually
married and had children but never obtained official preferment and was forced to supplement a meager
stipend by dealing in swords, selling protection to shopkeepers, and generally using his muscle and wits.
Katsu's descriptions of loyalty and kindness, greed and deception, vanity and superstition offer an intimate
view of daily life in nineteenth-century Japan unavailable in standard history books. "Musui's Story" will
delight not only students of Japan's past but also general readers who will be entranced by Katsu's candor and
boundless zest for life.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Susan Swain:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the
fact just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Musui's Story: The Autobiography of a
Tokugawa Samurai to read.

Michael Pabon:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is Musui's Story: The Autobiography of a Tokugawa Samurai.

Michael Quintanar:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Musui's Story: The Autobiography of
a Tokugawa Samurai that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you may pick Musui's Story: The Autobiography of a Tokugawa
Samurai become your personal starter.

Daniel Slater:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top record in your reading list is usually Musui's Story: The Autobiography of a Tokugawa Samurai. This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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