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One of the great tasks of Mortimer Adler’s illustrious life was his search for a
watertight proof of the existence of God. Adler believed that his search had been
successful.
Adler spent years studying the classic proofs of God’s existence, especially
Aquinas’s Five Ways, and found shortcomings in all of them, as conventionally
understood. But he thought that some of them contained ideas which, if properly
developed, could be improved, and he continued to search for a satisfying and
logically unassailable proof. Toward the end of the 1970s, he believed he had
arrived at such a proof, which he presented in his historic work, How to Think
about God (1980).
In the writings assembled in How to Prove There Is a God, Adler gives us his
approach to the question of God’s existence in fresh and popular form. He
defends his position against critics, both believers and skeptics.
The book includes a transcript of one of Adler’s appearances on William
Buckley’s Firing Line, Adler’s revealing interview with Edward Wakin, the
exchange of views on natural theology between Adler and Owen Gingerich, and
John Cramer’s eloquent argument that the trend of modern cosmology supports
Adler’s early struggles with the question of God's existence.
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existence of God. Adler believed that his search had been successful.
Adler spent years studying the classic proofs of God’s existence, especially Aquinas’s Five Ways, and found
shortcomings in all of them, as conventionally understood. But he thought that some of them contained ideas
which, if properly developed, could be improved, and he continued to search for a satisfying and logically
unassailable proof. Toward the end of the 1970s, he believed he had arrived at such a proof, which he
presented in his historic work, How to Think about God (1980).
In the writings assembled in How to Prove There Is a God, Adler gives us his approach to the question of
God’s existence in fresh and popular form. He defends his position against critics, both believers and
skeptics.
The book includes a transcript of one of Adler’s appearances on William Buckley’s Firing Line, Adler’s
revealing interview with Edward Wakin, the exchange of views on natural theology between Adler and
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Editorial Review

Review

“America’s foremost philosopher.”

—TIME Magazine

“Mortimer Adler’s argument for the existence of God was a powerful reminder that the Aristotelian-
Thomistic tradition was far from exhausted—now we can be grateful that Adler’s work is receiving the
serious attention it deserves.”

—DEAL W. HUDSON, author of Onward Christian Soldiers: The Growing Political Power of Catholics
and Evangelicals in the United States (2008)

“Why is there something rather than nothing? This collection of essays, interviews, criticisms, and
reflections gives us a Mortimer Adler as public learner, trying to find the right question to ask about the
existence of God, wrestling with it over decades, addressing the arguments of great theologians,
philosophers, and scientists, refining his own answer to the question, and responding to his critics—all with
the clarity of thought and simplicity of expression that characterize his writing for the general public.”

—CHRISTOPHER NELSON, President, St. John’s College Annapolis

“How to Prove There Is a God is vintage Mortimer Adler. A job beautifully done.”

—JACQUES BARZUN, author of From Dawn to Decadence (2000) and Simple and Direct (1985)

About the Author

MORTIMER J. ADLER, who died in 2001, left an indelible mark on American culture. Beginning in the
1930s, Adler was the major force in promoting the Great Books idea as an educational paradigm. He founded
the Institute for Philosophical Research, launched the Paideia movement for educational reform, and
revolutionized the Encyclopaedia Britannica. Dr. Adler edited hundreds of books and authored over sixty,
ranging from original philosophical contributions to popular best-sellers like How to Read a Book.

KEN DZUGAN, a graduate of MIT, had enjoyed a varied career in business, city planning, and real estate
development, when in 1990 he read Mortimer Adler’s How to Read a Book. “This experience transformed
my life. It dramatically changed what I read, how I read, and why I read.” In his role as Archivist at the
Center for the Study of The Great Ideas, Dzugan is working his way through over 200,000 pages of Dr.
Adler’s papers, and has found over four hundred works never listed in any Adler bibliography, including one
entire completed book.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deanna Christianson:

The knowledge that you get from How to Prove There Is a God: Mortimer J. Adler's Writings and Thoughts
About God may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get
serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but How to Prove There Is a
God: Mortimer J. Adler's Writings and Thoughts About God giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author
of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We advise you for having this How to Prove There Is a God: Mortimer J. Adler's Writings and Thoughts
About God instantly.

Vincent Erickson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be How to Prove There Is a God: Mortimer J. Adler's Writings
and Thoughts About God why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Lea Wheeler:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by
looking at a book. Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It okay you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like How
to Prove There Is a God: Mortimer J. Adler's Writings and Thoughts About God which is getting the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Martha Fincher:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific How to Prove There Is a God: Mortimer J. Adler's
Writings and Thoughts About God can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one
book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your
friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? We need to have How to Prove There Is a God: Mortimer J. Adler's Writings and Thoughts About
God.
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