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Although the distinction between the politics of the left and the right is
commonly assumed in the media and in treatments of political science and
history, the terms are used so loosely that the student and the general reader are
often confused: What exactly are the terms left and right supposed to imply? This
two-volume Encyclopedia of Politics: The Left and the Right contains over
450 articles on individuals, movements, political parties, and ideological
principles, with those usually thought of as left in the left-hand volume (Volume
1), and those considered on the right in the right-hand volume (Volume 2).
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
If one can believe the pundits on the Sunday morning TV political shows, there is no center remaining in
politics, only the Left and the Right. It is no wonder that this latest offering from Sage is not only subtitled
The Left and the Right but each political side is in a separate volume, as if there could be no coming together
of the two, even between the covers of a book.

The Leftand the Right are political concepts widely used and, it is assumed, widely understood and accepted.
In more than 450 entries, these volumes attempt to delve more deeply into what these terms mean and imply.
In each volume, alphabetically arranged entries cover countries, people, movements, ideological principles,
and more. Most entries are at least a page long and generally have a historical focus. Volume 1 contains a
time line and a "Reader's Guide" that lists topics and shows where they fall (for example, "People on the
Left," "People on the Right"). Volume 2 has a "Resource Guide" listing books, journals and magazines, and
Web sites; an extensive glossary; and a set index. As one might expect of a reference encyclopedia from
Sage, this source has high production values, with excellent paper, readable type, and proper bibliographies
at the end of each entry. The editor has appropriate credentials for such an undertaking, as do those on the
list of contributors. The content of the articles is clear and balanced. At a first examination, this is a
seemingly excellent reference source.

The sense of balance disappears when one takes a look at the choice of which volume contains which
articles. The entries dealing with the countries of the world appear in both volumes, with the emphasis of the
discussion matching the "leaning" of the volume. Concepts such as Censorship, Feminism, and Supreme
Court appear in both. Some topics obviously belong in one volume or the other and are appropriately
located. However, others are assigned to a volume with what could be considered bias. For example, the
articles on Education, Patriotism, Religion, and Taxes appear in the volume for the Right, but there is no
corresponding discussion of the concepts in the volume for the Left. Conversely, Campaign finance,
Environmentalism, and Human Rights are assigned only to the Left.

It is difficult to properly assess this reference source. It could be both very useful and a source of outrage
(not a common pairing in standard reference books). For collections in which political science is a major
subject, purchase might be unavoidable, but users might need some explanation. Danise Hoover
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"The 450 articles have been written by an impressive array of world scholars, creating an appropriately
global perspective. A brief time line of politics and helpful glossary of terms are appended, along with a
reader's guide and index. . . . The work is a solid and lasting contribution to the understanding of the issues
that divide us politically. Highly recommended for its readability, scholarly content, and uniqueness." (Kelli
Perkins Library Journal 2005-07-01)

"This two-volume set would be helpful to students with a renewed interest in politics. The writing is clear
and concise." (Laura Younkin 2006-07-12)

About the Author
Rodney P. Carlisle is Professor Emeritus at Rutgers University, where he taught in the History Department

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


from 1966 to 2002.  H received his undergraduate degree in history from Harvard College and his Ph.D.
from the University of California, Berkeley.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sandra Williams:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Encyclopedia of Politics: The Left and the Right.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any
book Encyclopedia of Politics: The Left and the Right. You can add expertise and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use
it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Louis Patrick:

The book Encyclopedia of Politics: The Left and the Right make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Encyclopedia of Politics: The
Left and the Right to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a e-book
Encyclopedia of Politics: The Left and the Right. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Andrea Quirk:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one using theme for
entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Encyclopedia of Politics: The Left and the Right is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Nancy Thornton:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Encyclopedia of Politics: The Left and the Right, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to



soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.
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