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Nearly a decade and a half after 9/11, the study of international politics has yet to
address some of the most pressing issues raised by the attacks, most notably the
relationships between Al Qaeda's international systemic origins and its
international societal effects. This theoretically broad-ranging and empirically
far-reaching study addresses that question and others, advancing the study of
international politics into new historical settings while providing insights into
pressing policy challenges. Looking at actors that depart from established
structural and behavioral patterns provides opportunities to examine how those
deviations help generate the norms and identities that constitute international
society. Systematic examination of the Assassins, Mongols, and Barbary powers
provides historical comparison and context to our contemporary struggle, while
enriching and deepening our understanding of the systemic forces behind, and
societal effects of, these confounding powers.
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Nearly a decade and a half after 9/11, the study of international politics has yet to address some of the most
pressing issues raised by the attacks, most notably the relationships between Al Qaeda's international
systemic origins and its international societal effects. This theoretically broad-ranging and empirically far-
reaching study addresses that question and others, advancing the study of international politics into new
historical settings while providing insights into pressing policy challenges. Looking at actors that depart from
established structural and behavioral patterns provides opportunities to examine how those deviations help
generate the norms and identities that constitute international society. Systematic examination of the
Assassins, Mongols, and Barbary powers provides historical comparison and context to our contemporary
struggle, while enriching and deepening our understanding of the systemic forces behind, and societal effects
of, these confounding powers.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Confounding Powers is the rare book that simultaneously illuminates important events in the past, advances
core topics in international theory, and sheds light on pressing contemporary problems. Essential reading for
anyone interested in general international relations theory and the puzzles of the current global struggle
against violent extremism."
Daniel Deudney, The Johns Hopkins University

"Loose talk about how novel actors like Al Qaeda or ISIS are altering international politics is commonplace,
but the impact on deep understandings of international politics is fleeting. To get a real bead on these
questions, you need what William Brenner accomplishes in this important book: careful theorizing checked
against serious historical case studies. Confounding Powers is a deep study that will set the terms of debates
about when, why, and how dissimilar actors can upend the established states that dominate the international
system."
William C. Wohlforth, Daniel Webster Professor, Dartmouth College, New Hampshire

About the Author
William J. Brenner is a national security analyst based in Washington, DC. His work has been published in
the journal Security Studies and the European Journal of International Relations (EJIR), where his co-
authored article received the award for best article published in EJIR between 2007 and 2009 from the
European Consortium for Political Research. He received his PhD from the Department of Political Science
at Johns Hopkins University in 2008, and his work there on the effects of 9/11 on international relations
theory was recognized in 2005 with the inaugural Graduate Student Paper Award given by the International
Security Studies Section of the International Studies Association.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lauren Marine:

Here thing why this kind of Confounding Powers: Anarchy and International Society from the Assassins to
Al Qaeda are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it
depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Confounding Powers:
Anarchy and International Society from the Assassins to Al Qaeda giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with Confounding
Powers: Anarchy and International Society from the Assassins to Al Qaeda. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train.
For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Confounding Powers:
Anarchy and International Society from the Assassins to Al Qaeda in e-book can be your substitute.



Arturo McDaniel:

The event that you get from Confounding Powers: Anarchy and International Society from the Assassins to
Al Qaeda will be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Confounding Powers:
Anarchy and International Society from the Assassins to Al Qaeda giving you thrill feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author
of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend
you for having this specific Confounding Powers: Anarchy and International Society from the Assassins to
Al Qaeda instantly.

Jonathan Peterson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this
Confounding Powers: Anarchy and International Society from the Assassins to Al Qaeda.

Edward Bastian:

Beside this particular Confounding Powers: Anarchy and International Society from the Assassins to Al
Qaeda in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Confounding Powers: Anarchy and
International Society from the Assassins to Al Qaeda because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if
you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!
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