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DuBose Heyward (1885-1940) was a central figure in both the Charleston and
the Southern Renaissance. His influence extended to the Harlem Renaissance as
well. However, Heyward is often remembered simply as the author of Porgy, the
1925 novel about the poorest black residents of Charleston, South Carolina.
Porgy?the novel and its stage versions?has probably done more to shape views
worldwide of African American life in the South than any twentieth-century
work besides Gone with the Wind. This volume acquaints readers with writings
by Heyward that have been overshadowed by Porgy, and it also plumbs the
complex sensibilities of the man behind that popular and enduring creation.

James M. Hutchisson's introduction relates aspects of Heyward's life to his
creative growth and his gradual shift from staunch social conservatism to a
liberal (though never revolutionary) advocacy of black rights. The reader collects
ten essays by Heyward on topics ranging from an aesthetics of African American
art to the history of Charleston. Heyward's poetry is represented by eighteen
pieces from the collections Carolina Chansons, Skylines and Horizons, and
Jasbo Brown and Selected Poems. Also included are three song lyrics Heyward
wrote for the opera Porgy and Bess. The sampling of Heyward's fiction includes
the stories "The Brute" and The Half Pint Flask and excerpts from the novels
Porgy, Mamba's Daughters, and Peter Ashley.

Here is an ideal introduction to a figure whose inner conflicts were closely tied to
those of his beloved South: struggles between privilege and poverty, black and
white, and art for the few versus art for the masses.
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DuBose Heyward (1885-1940) was a central figure in both the Charleston and the Southern Renaissance. His
influence extended to the Harlem Renaissance as well. However, Heyward is often remembered simply as
the author of Porgy, the 1925 novel about the poorest black residents of Charleston, South Carolina.
Porgy?the novel and its stage versions?has probably done more to shape views worldwide of African
American life in the South than any twentieth-century work besides Gone with the Wind. This volume
acquaints readers with writings by Heyward that have been overshadowed by Porgy, and it also plumbs the
complex sensibilities of the man behind that popular and enduring creation.

James M. Hutchisson's introduction relates aspects of Heyward's life to his creative growth and his gradual
shift from staunch social conservatism to a liberal (though never revolutionary) advocacy of black rights.
The reader collects ten essays by Heyward on topics ranging from an aesthetics of African American art to
the history of Charleston. Heyward's poetry is represented by eighteen pieces from the collections Carolina
Chansons, Skylines and Horizons, and Jasbo Brown and Selected Poems. Also included are three song lyrics
Heyward wrote for the opera Porgy and Bess. The sampling of Heyward's fiction includes the stories "The
Brute" and The Half Pint Flask and excerpts from the novels Porgy, Mamba's Daughters, and Peter Ashley.

Here is an ideal introduction to a figure whose inner conflicts were closely tied to those of his beloved South:
struggles between privilege and poverty, black and white, and art for the few versus art for the masses.
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Editorial Review

Review

The selections here offer a broad canvas on which to view [Heyward's] work.

(William Starr The State)

The range of Heyward's writing, traditionally overshadowed by Porgy, is given expansive treatment in A
DuBose Heyward Reader.

(Bill Thompson Charleston Post & Courier)

This is a luscious sampling of fiction, poetry and essays from the famed author of Porgy.

(Sandlapper)

From the Publisher
A rich sampling of fiction, poetry, and essays by a writer who helped propel the South to our nation's literary
forefront.

About the Author
James M. Hutchisson is a professor of English at The Citadel. His books include "DuBose Heyward: A
Charleston Gentleman and the World of Porgy and Bess" and "The Rise of Sinclair Lewis, 1920-1930."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Betty Ahlstrom:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for us. The book A DuBose Heyward Reader had been making you to know
about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for
you. The publication A DuBose Heyward Reader is not only giving you more new information but also for
being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with the book A DuBose Heyward Reader. You never truly feel lose
out for everything should you read some books.

Troy Harlow:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable



resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take A DuBose Heyward Reader as your daily resource
information.

Dorothy Pierce:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the guide untitled A DuBose Heyward Reader can be good book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

Donna Moore:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific A DuBose Heyward Reader can give you a lot of good
friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have A DuBose Heyward Reader.
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