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This story was originally published in Day One, a weekly literary journal
dedicated to short fiction and poetry from emerging writers.

If going well means no longer fighting, then things are going well.

Ever since James’s return from an eight-month business trip, his wife, Lena, had
been constantly upset. Now their arguments have dwindled to polite silence,
opening a rift between them that James tries to ignore. But when Lena announces
that she is going to spend the summer at her parents’ home in the Adirondacks,
he truly starts to worry.

Once she’s gone, James feels lost. Determined to win back his wife’s love, he
decides to improve himself and their home. Yet the cause of Lena’s distress
remains a mystery to him, one that he is too cowardly to solve—until it’s too late.

Told with poignant realism and humor, The Fourth Summer speaks to the slow
decline of a marriage in the face of habitual passivity, benign narcissism, and the
inability to see what’s most obvious.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Emma Smith-Stevens’s fiction has been published in Subtropics, Conjunctions, Joyland, Wigleaf, Pank, the
Collagist, Painted Bride Quarterly, and other journals. She is a graduate of Bard College and the University
of Florida’s MFA program in creative writing.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Manuel:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed The
Fourth Summer (A Short Story)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion
or you have different opinion?

Sean Owens:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve The Fourth Summer (A Short Story) will make
you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But
some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can
be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Thelma Davis:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Fourth Summer (A Short Story)
book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Janice Evans:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind



skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. The Fourth Summer (A Short Story) can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those
short time problems.
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