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From the groundbreaking author of The Second Sex comes a radical
argument for ethical responsibility and freedom.

In this classic introduction to existentialist thought, French philosopher Simone
de Beauvoir’s The Ethics of Ambiguity simultaneously pays homage to and
grapples with her French contemporaries, philosophers Jean-Paul Sartre and
Maurice Merleau-Ponty, by arguing that the freedoms in existentialism carry
with them certain ethical responsibilities. De Beauvoir outlines a series of “ways
of being” (the adventurer, the passionate person, the lover, the artist, and the
intellectual), each of which overcomes the former’s deficiencies, and
therefore can live up to the responsibilities of freedom. Ultimately, de Beauvoir
argues that in order to achieve true freedom, one must battle against the choices
and activities of those who suppress it. 

The Ethics of Ambiguity is the book that launched Simone de Beauvoir’s feminist
and existential philosophy. It remains a concise yet thorough examination of
existence and what it means to be human.
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From the groundbreaking author of The Second Sex comes a radical argument for ethical
responsibility and freedom.

In this classic introduction to existentialist thought, French philosopher Simone de Beauvoir’s The Ethics of
Ambiguity simultaneously pays homage to and grapples with her French contemporaries, philosophers Jean-
Paul Sartre and Maurice Merleau-Ponty, by arguing that the freedoms in existentialism carry with them
certain ethical responsibilities. De Beauvoir outlines a series of “ways of being” (the adventurer, the
passionate person, the lover, the artist, and the intellectual), each of which overcomes the former’s
deficiencies, and therefore can live up to the responsibilities of freedom. Ultimately, de Beauvoir argues that
in order to achieve true freedom, one must battle against the choices and activities of those who suppress it. 

The Ethics of Ambiguity is the book that launched Simone de Beauvoir’s feminist and existential philosophy.
It remains a concise yet thorough examination of existence and what it means to be human.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Simone de Beauvoir (1908–1986) was a French existentialist philosopher, intellectual, and social
theorist best known for her writings on existentialist ethics and feminist existentialism, as well as for her
infamous polyamorous relationship with fellow French existentialist Jean-Paul Sartre. World-renowned for
her metaphysical novels She Came to Stay and The Mandarins, de Beauvoir also wrote a number of essays
on philosophy, politics, and social issues. Her diverse writings go on to include biographies, as well as her
four-volume autobiography, made up of Memoirs of a Dutiful Daughter, The Prime of Life, Force of
Circumstance, and All Said and Done. In addition to her philosophical writing, de Beauvoir was an ardent
feminist, her most famous philosophical work being The Second Sex, which is consistently referenced in the
study of feminism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Brier:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely The Ethics of Ambiguity.

Dorothy Delarosa:

The Ethics of Ambiguity can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every
word into joy arrangement in writing The Ethics of Ambiguity but doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Jeffrey Evans:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Ethics of Ambiguity reserve
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only
for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty The Ethics of Ambiguity as good book not
merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its
cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through



sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Helen Jackson:

You can get this The Ethics of Ambiguity by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing
it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various.
Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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