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How did peasants experience and help guide Russia's war, revolution, and civil
war? Why in the end did most agree to live as part of the Bolshevik regime?
Taking the First World War to the end of the Civil War as a unified era of
revolution, this book shows how peasant society and peasants' conceptions of
themselves as citizens in the nation evolved in a period of total war, mass
revolutionary politics, and civil breakdown. Aaron Retish reveals that the fateful
decision by individuals to join the Revolution or to accommodate their lifestyle
within it gave the Bolsheviks the resources and philosophical foundation on
which to build the Soviet experiment and reshape international politics. He
argues that peasants wanted more than land from the Revolution; they wanted to
be active citizens. This is an important contribution to our understanding of the
nature of the Russian Revolution and peasant-state relations.
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How did peasants experience and help guide Russia's war, revolution, and civil war? Why in the end did
most agree to live as part of the Bolshevik regime? Taking the First World War to the end of the Civil War
as a unified era of revolution, this book shows how peasant society and peasants' conceptions of themselves
as citizens in the nation evolved in a period of total war, mass revolutionary politics, and civil breakdown.
Aaron Retish reveals that the fateful decision by individuals to join the Revolution or to accommodate their
lifestyle within it gave the Bolsheviks the resources and philosophical foundation on which to build the
Soviet experiment and reshape international politics. He argues that peasants wanted more than land from the
Revolution; they wanted to be active citizens. This is an important contribution to our understanding of the
nature of the Russian Revolution and peasant-state relations.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Recommended." -Choice

"This is a deeply researched, clearly argued, and elegantly written book that rehabilitates Russian peasants as
political actors during a crucial period in the formation of the Soviet state...It will be read with great benefit
and interest by scholars interested in the history of twentieth-century Russia or comparative peasant studies,
and would be ideal for use in a graduate seminar on revolutionary Russia.
Canadian Journal of History, Robert H. Greene, University of Montana

"...Retish's data and narrative are fascinating. No existing study has brought us closer to the drama and
tragedy of the era's peasant experience. In this reviewer's opinion, this is a high recommendation." -Choice

About the Author
Aaron B. Retish is Assistant Professor in the Department of History, Wayne State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karl Harms:

The ability that you get from Russia's Peasants in Revolution and Civil War: Citizenship, Identity, and the
Creation of the Soviet State, 1914-1922 may be the more deep you looking the information that hide in the
words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but
Russia's Peasants in Revolution and Civil War: Citizenship, Identity, and the Creation of the Soviet State,
1914-1922 giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Russia's
Peasants in Revolution and Civil War: Citizenship, Identity, and the Creation of the Soviet State, 1914-1922
instantly.

Susanne Pineda:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this
Russia's Peasants in Revolution and Civil War: Citizenship, Identity, and the Creation of the Soviet State,
1914-1922.



Trisha McClain:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Russia's Peasants in Revolution and Civil War:
Citizenship, Identity, and the Creation of the Soviet State, 1914-1922 can be the solution, oh how comes? It's
a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Harrison Bowman:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the top
collection in your reading list is definitely Russia's Peasants in Revolution and Civil War: Citizenship,
Identity, and the Creation of the Soviet State, 1914-1922. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get
many advantages.
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