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In an expansion of his 2012 Robson Classical Lectures, Clifford Ando examines
the connection between the nature of the Latin language and Roman thinking
about law, society, and empire. Drawing on innovative work in cognitive
linguistics and anthropology, Roman Social Imaginaries considers how
metaphor, metonymy, analogy, and ideation helped create the structures of
thought that shaped the Roman Empire as a political construct.

Beginning in early Roman history, Ando shows how the expansion of the empire
into new territories led the Romans to develop and exploit Latin’s extraordinary
capacity for abstraction. In this way, laws and institutions invented for use in a
single Mediterranean city-state could be deployed across a remarkably
heterogeneous empire.

Lucid, insightful, and innovative, the essays in Roman Social Imaginaries
constitute some of today’s most original thinking about the power of language in
the ancient world.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘This is a fascinating book – perceptive, effective, and reasoned… This is not only a singularly important
contribution, but also a most welcome one.’

(Matt Gibbs Journal Mnemosyne vol 69:2016)

Review
“Roman Social Imaginaries will be widely welcomed for its fresh approach to Roman political and legal
thought from the last century of the oligarchic res publica to the Christian late empire.” (Stephane Benoist,
Professor of Roman History, Universite Charles-de-Gaulle - Lille 3)

“This is an important and thought-provoking book that will be of great interest in Roman studies, especially
Roman history and Roman law, and in the study of empire more generally.” (John Richardson, Emeritus
Professor of Classics, School of History, Classics, and Archaeology, University of Edinburgh)

About the Author
Clifford Ando is the David B. and Clara E. Stern Professor of Humanities in the Department of Classics at
the University of Chicago and a research fellow in the Department of Classics and World Languages at the
University of South Africa.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Johnson:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Roman Social Imaginaries: Language and Thought in the
Context of Empire (Robson Classical Lectures). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book Roman Social Imaginaries: Language and
Thought in the Context of Empire (Robson Classical Lectures). You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Ida Resler:

The book Roman Social Imaginaries: Language and Thought in the Context of Empire (Robson Classical
Lectures) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave
the best thing like a book Roman Social Imaginaries: Language and Thought in the Context of Empire
(Robson Classical Lectures)? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book
can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or



info that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Roman Social
Imaginaries: Language and Thought in the Context of Empire (Robson Classical Lectures) has simple shape
however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start
and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Thomas Manna:

The book untitled Roman Social Imaginaries: Language and Thought in the Context of Empire (Robson
Classical Lectures) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy method.
The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the
item. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. It
is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can
read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Robert McCauley:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Roman Social Imaginaries: Language and Thought in the Context of
Empire (Robson Classical Lectures) this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer
require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this
book. That is why this book suitable all of you.
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