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In 1980, Led Zeppelin formally disbanded following the death of drummer John
Bonham. Yet over three decade, the music, the mystique, and the legacy of this
legendary rock act lives on. Reissues of their music sell in the millions, while
rumors of reunion tours continue to electrify fans across the globe. The various
solo projects pursued by the three surviving members—Jimmy Page, Robert
Plant, and John Paul Jones—will forever live the shadow of the blinding light
they generated as Led Zeppelin.

In Experiencing Led Zeppelin: A Listener’s Companion, musician and writer
Gregg Akkerman looks behind the curtain of “rock gods” sensationalism at this
performing act's musical legacy through their studio and live recordings.
Drawing on his many years as a rock musician and music scholar, Akkerman
peeks under the hood to explain not just the when and the where of Led
Zeppelin's music, but the why. Putting readers right there, in the times and places
where the band was recording and performing its iconic numbers, Akkerman is
the voice whispering in the ear of anyone interested in understanding how Led
Zeppelin's music works.

Experiencing Led Zeppelin: A Listener’s Companion is for the die-hard Led
Zeppelin fan and the first-timer just discovering the brilliance of this super band.
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Editorial Review

Review
Akkerman delivers an excellent look at Led Zeppelin’s music, focusing on each of the band’s nine studio
albums between 1968 and 1979, with a song-by-song analysis—with some examples from live
concerts—that proves how well the music 'has weathered the passing of the decades.' It helps that Akkerman
is a self-professed 'fan but not a Led Zeppelin fanatic.' This allows him to effectively articulate which songs
stand out. . . .[E]ach page reveals some new aspect of Zeppelin’s legacy sound—even in 'Stairway to
Heaven,' as Akkerman looks at the harmonic importance of the song’s A-minor key. Even the most hardcore
Zeppelin critic will listen again when the song is played on the radio for the millionth time. (Publishers
Weekly)

Whether you are a musician or not the book is a wonderful addition to your library. It’s fun just to play a
tune and read the essay on it and gain a deeper understanding of the song. It is a library quality hardcover,
one that you will be proud to have on your bookshelf. … Akkerman has created a must own book for any
Zeppelin fan. Check it out, learn a bit more about the songs you have probably heard a hundred times and
find some gems you might not have known even existed. (Scared Stiff Reviews)

In Experiencing Led Zeppelin: A Listener's Companion, [Gregg Akkermann] brings a measured fans
perspective to listen to the Monolith that is Led Zeppelin. . . .Akkermann first provides a brief introduction to
the band and the recent history to its formation in the late-1960s. He then proceeds to take us through each
recording, detailing its history and highlighting some of the more provocative songs on each. Of greatest
interest to me was the clear fashion Akkermann was able to frame the last two studio albums, Presence
(Black Swan, 1976) and In Through the Out Door (Black Swan, 1979), giving me a better appreciation for
these recordings. (All About Jazz)

In Experiencing Led Zeppelin: A Listener’s Companion, musician and writer Gregg Akkerman looks behind
the curtain of “rock gods” sensationalism at this performing acts musical legacy through their studio and live
recordings. Drawing on his many years as a rock musician and music scholar, Akkerman peeks under the
hood to explain not just the when and the where of Led Zeppelin's music, but the why. Putting readers right
there, in the times and places where the band was recording and performing its iconic numbers, Akkerman is
the voice whispering in the ear of anyone interested in understanding how Led Zeppelin's music works.

About the Author
Gregg Akkerman is a performer, educator, and writer. He served for over a decade as professor of music at
the University of South Carolina Upstate before returning to private life in southern California as a working
musician and music instructor. He is the author of the biography The Last Balladeer: The Johnny Hartman
Story and is editor of Listener's Companion series from Rowman & Littlefield.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roger Cooper:

This Experiencing Led Zeppelin: A Listener's Companion tend to be reliable for you who want to be a



successful person, why. The reason why of this Experiencing Led Zeppelin: A Listener's Companion can be
one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an
individual with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this Experiencing Led Zeppelin: A Listener's Companion giving you an enormous of experience
like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Lela Koehn:

Experiencing Led Zeppelin: A Listener's Companion can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of
us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Experiencing Led Zeppelin: A
Listener's Companion but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of
crucial imagining.

Arthur Johnson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes looking
at, not only science book but in addition novel and Experiencing Led Zeppelin: A Listener's Companion or
maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to
read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping
them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Experiencing Led Zeppelin: A Listener's Companion to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many
types of book like here.

Martin Hobson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Experiencing Led
Zeppelin: A Listener's Companion.
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