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Editorial Review

Review
Embalming: History, Theory and Practice

A review of the latest edition of Robert Mayer’s definitive work.

After graduating from mortuary college, students start a training program, usually called an “apprenticeship,”
and are often told by their embalming mentor to forget everything they have learned in school because he or
she will teach them how to embalm. For many of these new funeral directors, this is the extent of their post-
graduate education in embalming.

The latest (fourth) edition of Embalming: History, Theory, and Practice, written by Robert Mayer and
published by McGraw-Hill Medical, is not only an excellent textbook for students, but can also prove a
valuable addition to any funeral director’s professional library. Reading this book for the first time, or re-
reading it after graduation, can prove as worthwhile as attending an advanced embalming seminar.

My advice to every embalmer is to get a copy of this book and read it with the attitude of “What can I learn
if I used an earlier edition of this book in mortuary school?” or “What new information can I discover that
will help me improve my present level of embalming knowledge?” When you read Mayer’s book, you will
probably have a similar experience to me because you will learn a great deal. If your mind is open, you will
be amazed at how much more there is to embalming than what you currently know or do, especially if you
have fallen into the routine of using the same fluids and techniques for all your cases.

One of the differences used to distinguish “technicians” from “professionals” is that the latter possess a
greater depth of knowledge about their chosen specialty. Mayer’s book can give you that greater depth of
embalming knowledge about topics such as pre-embalming analysis; what happens with cells and tissues
when they come in contact with pre-injection and arterial fluids; different methods of treating organ and
tissue donors; the advantages and disadvantages of different methods of injection and drainage; and
embalming for delayed viewing.

This book also provides a very good section on restorative art. What I like about this section is the step-by-
step instructions for performing deep-cavity restorations and treating discoloration of skin conditions, tissue
building, treating swelling, and suggestions for the application of cosmetics.

Also included in Embalming: History, Theory, and Practice are brief but interesting chapters on the history
of embalming and restorative art. Although these chapters will not improve your embalming, they can prove
useful as you prepare a public talk on the history of our profession. Based upon my experience, I have found
that the public enjoys talks that include the more interesting aspects of our history.

The final chapter offers a compilation of 23 selected readings on different aspects of embalming, in which
Mayer brings in professionals other than himself to discuss topics that are relevant and interesting to current
practitioners.

Finally, I wish to mention that I found Embalming: History, Theory, and Practice easy to read. Mayer has
done an excellent job of using graphs, photos, bullet points, shaded summaries and diagrams to clarify the
main points as he explains them.



Ralph L. Klicker, Ph.D., is the president of Thanos Institute in New York. (The Director 2006-07-01)

From the Back Cover
Key Benefit: The second edition on this leading book on embalming has been thoroughly revised to reflect
changes in the field while incorporating theory and new procedures throughout, all accompanied by updated
illustrations and additional photographs. Key Topics: Chapters discuss the environment of embalming,
various chemicals and methods used, and specific conditions that influence the type of embalming treatment
used. Includes a new, expanded section on embalming history. Market: Mortuary science students.

About the Author
Robert G. Mayer is Adjunct Professor at Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Clark:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Embalming: History, Theory &
Practice to read.

Joseph Lunsford:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take Embalming: History, Theory & Practice as the daily resource information.

Jesse Kennedy:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Embalming: History, Theory & Practice, you can tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.



Donna Hoffmann:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This Embalming: History, Theory & Practice can give you a lot of
good friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more
like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Embalming: History, Theory & Practice.
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