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Unsurprisingly, given Sigmund Freud's understanding of religion, the
conversation between Christianity and psychoanalysis has long been marked by
mutual suspicion. Psychoanalysis originated within a naturalist, post-
Enlightenment context and sought to understand human functioning and
pathology--focusing on phenomena such as the unconscious and object
representation--on a strictly empirical basis. Given certain accounts of divine
agency and human uniqueness, psychoanalytic work was often seen as
competitive with a Christian understanding of the human person. The
contributors to Christianity and Psychoanalysis seek to start a new conversation.
Aided by the turn to relationality in theology, as well as by a noncompetitive
conception of God’s transcendence and agency, this book presents a fresh
integration of Christian thought and psychoanalytic theory. The immanent
processes identified by psychoanalysis need not compete with Christian theology
but can instead be the very means by which God is involved in human existence.
The Christian study of psychoanalysis can thus serve the flourishing of God’s
kingdom.
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Unsurprisingly, given Sigmund Freud's understanding of religion, the conversation between Christianity and
psychoanalysis has long been marked by mutual suspicion. Psychoanalysis originated within a naturalist,
post-Enlightenment context and sought to understand human functioning and pathology--focusing on
phenomena such as the unconscious and object representation--on a strictly empirical basis. Given certain
accounts of divine agency and human uniqueness, psychoanalytic work was often seen as competitive with a
Christian understanding of the human person. The contributors to Christianity and Psychoanalysis seek to
start a new conversation. Aided by the turn to relationality in theology, as well as by a noncompetitive
conception of God’s transcendence and agency, this book presents a fresh integration of Christian thought
and psychoanalytic theory. The immanent processes identified by psychoanalysis need not compete with
Christian theology but can instead be the very means by which God is involved in human existence. The
Christian study of psychoanalysis can thus serve the flourishing of God’s kingdom.
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Editorial Review

Review
"In Christianity and Psychoanalysis, Strawn and Bland provide us with fresh horizons for integrating
psychology and theology while also reinvigorating ancient questions about healing and spiritual maturity.
This book brings together many of the most seasoned and thoughtful integrators of psychoanalytic clinical
practice and Christian theology. It is rare to find resources such as this, which are theoretically sophisticated,
theologically nuanced and therapeutically relevant. The rich motif of 'Christian traditioning' represents an
important contribution to relational approaches to integration, which moves us beyond the safe shores of
general ideas and invites us to own our particular and formative commitments." (Steven J. Sandage, Boston
University)

About the Author
Earl D. Bland (Psy.D., Illinois School of Professional Psychology) is professor of psychology and chair of
the department of behavioral sciences at MidAmerica Nazarene University in Olathe, Kansas. He is a
practicing psychologist with certificates in psychoanalytic psychotherapy from the Greater Kansas
City/Topeka Psychoanalytic Institute and from the Chicago Institute for Psychoanalysis. He is also a member
of the American Psychological Association and the Christian Association for Psychological Studies. For the
Journal of Psychology and Christianity and the Journal of Religion and Health, Bland has published on
topics such as narcissism in marriage, accounts of rape in the Bible and the possibility of collaboration
between the church and the psychological establishment.

Brad D. Strawn (PhD, Fuller Theological Seminary) is the Evelyn and Frank Freed Professor of the
Integration of Psychology and Theology at Fuller Theological Seminary, School of Psychology. He has post-
doctoral training in psychoanalysis and is a licensed psychologist. He is coauthor (with Warren S. Brown) of
The Physical Nature of Christian Life: Neuroscience, Psychology and the Church (2012, Cambridge) and
coeditor of Wesleyan Theology and Social Science: The Dance of Practical Divinity and Discovery
(Cambridge). Strawn has also published widely on psychology, psychoanalysis and Wesleyan theology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jason Carr:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Christianity &
Psychoanalysis: A New Conversation (Christian Association for Psychological Studies Books) suitable to
you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Christianity &
Psychoanalysis: A New Conversation (Christian Association for Psychological Studies Books)is a single of
several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained
their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give
you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this
book.



Angela Rodriguez:

The e-book with title Christianity & Psychoanalysis: A New Conversation (Christian Association for
Psychological Studies Books) has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after
read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the
world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on
your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Michael Hollinger:

Often the book Christianity & Psychoanalysis: A New Conversation (Christian Association for
Psychological Studies Books) has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this
book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Norbert Walling:

Christianity & Psychoanalysis: A New Conversation (Christian Association for Psychological Studies
Books) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because
this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Christianity & Psychoanalysis: A New Conversation (Christian
Association for Psychological Studies Books) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader
the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.
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