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Updated throughout and with much new material, A History of American
Literature, Second Edition, is the most up-to-date and comprehensive survey
available of the myriad forms of American Literature from pre-Columbian times
to the present.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Richard Gray's real achievement is somehow to have compressed more than 400 years of thrillingly rich
literary history between two covers." (Literary Review)

Review
"This book is the first comprehensive, single volume history of American literature since The Columbia
Literary History of the United States edited by Elliott Emory and published sixteen years ago. It is a puzzle,
given the extraordinary interest in American literature at home and abroad, that so few full histories of
American literature have been published. Consider the fact that the Columbia history arrived nearly four
decades after R. E. Spiller's Literary History of the United States. What makes Gray's book so extraordinary
is that it supercedes the Spiller and Emory texts in nearly every respect, and even challenges the supremacy
of the titanic (this pun is intentional), multi-volume, still-evolving Cambridge History of American
Literature. How Gray managed to so captivatingly capture the depth and breadth of so complex a literature in
under a thousand pages is worth considering. [...] Richard Gray possesses the most balanced scholarship of
the entire range of American literature I ever read. [...] This is the first history of American literature fully
worthy of the multi-dimensionality of its subject."
—Norman Weinstein, Boise State University

From the Inside Flap

First published in 2004, A History of American Literature is one of the most popular and critically acclaimed
surveys of American literature from pre-Columbian times to the present available today. This widely
anticipated second edition features a wealth of fresh updates and new material, including a detailed survey of
the fiction, drama, and poetry written in response to 9/11 and the “war on terror.” Other additions include
coverage of the cultural consequences of the new era in American politics ushered in by the election of
President Obama, and the development of new literary and cultural movements such as the New Formalists.

Written in an informed and approachable style by Richard Gray, one of the leading authorities in the field,
this survey helps the reader develop a deeper understanding of and insight into the immense breadth of
American literary traditions within the context of American social and cultural history. While focusing on
the full range of fiction, poetry, drama, and non-fiction that has been incorporated into the mainstream
literary canon, Gray also considers popular American literary traditions such as oral literature, folktales,
spirituals, Westerns, detective stories, thrillers, and science fiction.

Compelling and authoritative, A History of American Literature, Second Edition, continues its tradition of
representing an unparalleled introduction to the full breadth and diversity of the American literary tradition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katherine Sorenson:

This A History of American Literature book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this publication



incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
This particular A History of American Literature without we recognize teach the one who examining it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry A History of American Literature can
bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can
have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This A History of American Literature having excellent
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Ellis Cook:

You may get this A History of American Literature by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In
the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Glenn Remaley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you
also know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is A History of American
Literature.

Michael Emery:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
in search of the A History of American Literature when you necessary it?
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